Cerebellopontine angle meningiomas. Microsurgical excision and follow-up results.
During the years 1974 through 1981, 22 patients with cerebellopontine angle meningiomas underwent surgery: 14 tumors were excised completely, and eight subtotally. A retromastoid approach was used in 19 cases and a subtemporal approach in three cases. There was no operative mortality and the quality of survival was good. Five patients suffered new cranial nerve deficits as a result of the operation. The average follow-up period was 5 years. One tumor thought to be completely removed has recurred, but has not required another operation so far. One subtotally excised tumor required reoperation. Computerized tomography and arteriography were important in preoperative evaluation. Good neuroanesthesia, the use of the surgical microscope and microtechnique, and an understanding of the pathological relationships were factors contributing to good results.